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Benedict XV enrolled her name among the Blessed. No doubt all Catholics
who have at heart the subject of Christian domesticity which is after all,
the foundation of a Christian life, earnestly pray that the day may not be
far off when this pattern of Holy Motherhood and every wifely virtue,
may be raised to the altars of the Church.

[Anna Maria Taigi, The Roman Matron, 1769-1837. (Burns &
Oates, 1873). A Mystic in the Home (EL Anna Maria Taigfy
translated from the French, by Katherine Hervey. (Catholic
Truth Society.).]
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FOREST, THE BLESSED JOHN, FRANCISCAN-
OBSERVANT, MARTYR

?-i 538)

IF Father John Forest was, as surmised, sixty-five at the time of his
martyrdom, he must have been born in I473-1 At the age of seventeen
he entered the Franciscan Monastery at Greenwich, and some nine years
later, proceeded to the House of his Order at Watergate, Oxford, where
he probably took his Doctor's degree, as he is styled by that academic
distinction in his last disputation. He was, no doubt, already sufficiently
distinguished for learning and general abilities, for in January, 1525, he
was deputed by Cardinal Wolsey to preach at Paul's Cross, a comminatory
sermon reminding his brethren, the Franciscans, that all religious under
solemn vows who left their monastery without due permission incurred
the penalty of excommunication. The Cardinal, as Legate, had proposed
to visit the Franciscan House at Greenwich. The Friars alleged an
exemption from such legatine visitations granted them by Leo X, and in
protest some nineteen of the community had quitted the cloister, but
some of these were later arrested and suffered a kind of mild imprisonment
at the Cardinal's Palace at Whitehall.
The proximity of the Royal Palace at Greenwich to the Friary, brought
the latter place much into contact with the Court, and both Henry VII
and his son seem to have been as fond of the brown-clad sons of St Francis
as were afterwards the last Stuarts. In 1526-7, Fn Forest received
the post of Confessor to Queen Catherine of Aragon, and that sorely-tried
princess became so much attached to the Order that she expressed a wish
to be buried in one of the Churches of the Foundation. The Fathers
generally, openly espoused the Queen's cause, and subsequently (1532)
1 Chambers^ Biographical Dictionary gives the date of birth as circa 1474.